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Woe vuto you who call exill good, and wa 
exill; putting darkneſſe light, and byht 
darkpeſſe. | 
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THE WORD IN CVMBERLAND, 
to the zezlous Proteſtants his Brethren, 
concerning the P rinting, Title, and wſe 
of this admirable Ladder, worthily called 
The Ladder of Hell. 


3 Onſidering that this Ladder 
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led The Leader of Hell, by a 
Papiſt,to the great diſgrace 
(as hee conceined) ot our 


| Proceſtant Religion ; I ima- - 
gige that ſoine of you(dearely beloued Bre- 


thren) will wiſh that it had been quite ſup- 
prefled, and neuer ſcene light : yer, (in re- 


was firſt framed and entity 
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gard ic containeth nothing bur a colleRion . 


of certaine ſcnrences ſer downe in the pub- 


like bookes of rwelue principall Pillars of + 


our Church) I thought it not amiſle to ſeric 
forth, juſt as I found it, vnder your proteRis 


on; knowing well, that cuery zealous Pro-. 
teſtant can with the dexreritic of his refor-: 
med ſpiric curne all,though neuer fo plainly 
ſeeming ill,ro atleaſt aſcemi ſenſe: 
as for example, wheras the Papiſt called this. 
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colleion of ſentences; The Ladder of Rel | 
becauſe in his jyd t the beleefe and, | 
practite of it leaderhfdulevirectly to hell, } 
Yet one,of our pew learning ( conſidering | 
that Ladders at are was xather to helpe men | 
vpward theo downewatd)wil ſay it may be | 
called The Ladder of Hell, becauſe the be- | 
leefe and practiſe of it will life ſouls our of | 
hell. And with reaſon may this be ſaid, ſup- J © 
poſing one ground of our neww doctrine be | 
Caluin, in true,to wit, that Hellis(noſuch locall play l 
e.30.Iſ. .jn which are fire and other rorments, as is ! 
— faid by the ancient Fathers, and the Scrip - jk 
Mat.v.t2, Cres themſelues,to be prepared for the Di.) 
L.lnſs. vels and other damned creatures, but} only 1 
625.4412, a certaine terror and horror of an afflicted | p 
- conſcience, the which may in ſomemeafure 4 
befelt euen in this world, and is ordinarily 1 
felr after ſincommited euenby Proteſtants, { © 
 vntill by belceuing firmely, and-pracifi ing 1 {N 
freely the points of doQrine contained in 
| this Ladder, they come by degrees ro con-} 
remne all things, ro Wit, all Lawes of God" 
and man: and all ſcruple of rninde and re-! 

' morſe of conſcience, and all feare of Death, j ? 
| Tudgement, and Hell ,which eſtare of mind, | *! 
 3tis like divers zealous Proteſtants have al © 

readicattained ynto, eſteeming themſcluesÞ 
hereby to benot onely freed fronvhcll, bur Ci 
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Devicart ori; 

© cohaue attained a kind of heauen in earth x 
|| Marry the dowbt «5, whether this their hea+ 
J uc wil laſt alwayes,as true heauenoughe ta 
J doe,or whether this haſtie freeing thelelues 
7 frothe hell of care, feare,remorle & ſorrow 
7 in this life,will not plung them into a moſt 
I bircer feeling of remorſe in the houre of 
* I death, and into intollerable torments of the 
Þ cternall Hell in the next life, The which 
 } doubr being in the judgement of ſome,on- 
I ly aPapiſticall ſcruple, 1 will leaue to bee 
1 diſcuſſed at better leature:Ir ſhall fuficemy 
'] preſent purpoſe onely to declare the mani- 
|] fold yſes, which for thepreſenttime may be 
4 made of this exccllent Ladder, both by 
3 Papiſts and Proteſtants, * 
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3 Firſt, Ifindethatthe Papiſts meane to 
1] make this ſhort Ladder ſcrue for an anſwer 
} ofmanv Jong diſcourſes made by Proteſtant 

{ Miniſters in bookes or Sermons, iv which 

4 they object the ill lives of ſome Papiſts;the 

f which obie&ions the Papiſts doe retorg 

1 more ſtrongly againſt vs Proteſtants , who 

.4 cannot deny, bur that fince the light of che 

{| new Goſpell was by Luther brought ivto Lutheris 
| the world, men are (as £Zuther himiclfe Poſtilla 
8 confeſſed)more reuengeful,more couctous, ſupra Ee 

more ynmercifull, more vynmodeſt and vn- Fog Ps 
ruly,and much worſe then they were io Pa- gray, 
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piſtry ; the reaſon whereof (fay the Papilts) - 


is for that the very doQtine it ſelfe of the ' 
new Goſpellers, doth nor onely not afford: . 
ſuch effeQuall reſtraints and remedies a- 


| + nora as i$ inthe ancient Catholike 


cligion,bur alſo hath (as appeareth by the | 
Reps of this Ladder) divers expreſle princi« 
ples, which doe plainly open the gappe to * 


all licentious libertie of lewde life, far more ' 


then can bee imagined to bee done by any 


principles of the Papiſts doQrine, Where. - * 


upon the Papiſts conclude that the Prote.. * 
a Luth.de (Lan teligion, whoſe doctrine 1s lo vnholy, . 


abrogands not be a holy Religion inſpired by the 


= 4 holy Ghoſt, but ſuggeſted (as © Lether the 
rioxe pri- firſt Author confeſſerh ſome part of it (to 
wa, wit,the deniall of the ſacrifice of the Maſſe) 
b [ call Tro haue beene ſu opeſted ro him) by Satan 
newfotld,, . an ee 
becauſe | Mimſcife. the enemy of all rrue Religion an 
Gnde nor holinefſe, | 


in Serip- Thezealous Proteſtant not much regar-. 


tureorin dinp this, or whatſocuer other arguments 


the anci- 


Fa- =. 
—_ + Ladder : as for example. Pirft, it teacheth 


a man is, every one of them to cxerciſe heroicall as 


made iuft of their Þ new.found Teſtifying Faith, by £ 


by confi. 


dently belecuing thar hee-is Iuſt, bur cacher by humbly ac- ; 
knowledging ones ſelfe-ro be a finner, as appcareth inthe A 


Parable of the Phariſee and the Publican. Luke 18- 


made by Papiſts, find out other vſes of this + 
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. Which they belecuethar they are juſt, holy, 
- and of the number of the predeſtinate, nor 
| onely by hauing a good hope, (as the poore 
| Papiſts haue)when they ſee or feele ſome of 
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thoſe things in themſelues, which by the 
holy Scripturesthey learne to be fignes of 


| true Tuſtice (to wit, repentance of ſins paſl,. 
; caretulneflſe to auoid finne in time to come, - 
; diligence in doing good workes; &c.) but 


alſo by infallible and abſolute beleeſe, as of 
2a chiefe article of their Chriſtian faith,cuen 


+ arſuchrimes as they neither ſee, nor feele 


_ any ſuch fignes, yea cue whe they cuidently 


ſce in themſelues contrary ſignes, & name- 

ly, even when they aRually dothoſe works 

of the fleſh, of which Saint/Paw/pronoun- Gal. 5; 
ceth, Thatthey who doe ſuch things, ſhall 

not obtaine the Kingdome of God, Zea- 

lous Proteſtants, I ſay, maugre this threat of 

S. P:wl, are taught by this Ladder to be= 

leeue boldly that they are Saints, and can- 
not-miſſe ſaluation, notwithſtanding they 


. commit neuer fo many moſt horrible fins. 


Secondly, this Ladder teacheth them to 
caſt away all feare of God, not oneiy in re- 


; ſpeRof his Juſtice, in infliQing preſent or 


. future paines for finne (which is called ſer- 


uile feare)but alſo of ſeparation from God, 


3 Which feare cannot ſtand with our new Ju- 


Rifying Faith,inregard we muſt holdit ab- 
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FX elurelyiapoſhblecthac we can bee ſepara< 
F3= axe&fromGod, and conſequently wee muſt 
Ne aft awaythis fear, although neuer fo much 
> ads 

£3 


b- __ JousProtcfiants may be deliu*:<d from all 
> 2% 


- jnward remorſe of conſcience, & may come | 
- £o that higheſt perfeQion of our new Gol. } 
pell, which conſiiteth in aneglett of al con- | 


{ciencc, the which cannot be attained ons 


 ſudden,bur muſt. be gained(as Exther him- 


ſelfe gained it) by cncering into arercible 
coni® , and fighting 2gain{t ones owne 
conlcience;rthe difhculty of which combats 
ariſeth out of three hez2d-., 

The firſt is thsletcer of che writte!: word, 
which ſeemeth every where to crofle thi: 
liberty of conſcience, and to forbid the da- 
ing of any thivg again. conſcience. Butou: 
new ſpirituall man, who judgeth ail things, 
will oppoſe _ this killing letter of 
Scripture, which reſtrainzth our freedome;, 
the quickeniog ſpirit of this Ladder, which 
allowerh liberty of negleRing conſcience, 

The ſecond is 2n old Tradition of the Pa- 


piſts in fauaur of conſcience, which hath by. 


long cuſtome taken a deepe roote in vs.But 


the zealous Proteſtant,” who accounteth 


_ Papiftry a great blindneſſe, will eafly defie + | 


this amory other Papiſticall traditions. 
| y The 
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" Pouvreay dur 
The third 1s an inueterate © ar k, ;. 
feeling of conſcience hevery : 7 
"ature and fleſh of mans: heart;Biiz womes © | 2424 cy 
;rited men do know old nature tobecot- -_ ; 
;upred, and that thefleſh profiteth-nothings. - 3 2 
I nu my Qeare Breth.re,you may ſeewhat :-';+:} x; 
ſc: 1n3y ve madeof this admirable Ladder, : | "> 
1:1cmaineth that ina word Ialfo declare, + * 
why I make choice to dedicate ic vnto you, |Þ* 
and ro pur it jn print yaderyour — 
The reaſon is, becauſe the authors ou 
whom theſe ſentences were colleted, were | 
all zealous Proteſtaues, Secondly, becauſe 6Y 
n0Ge now adaices will(as I ſuppoſe)ſiedfalli - 7'Y 
2þ vo_ & endcuot to praftiſe according A 
> chefe points, bur'oniprealous Protee 
Azrs,Thir dly,beauſe none but ſuch zealous _ 
Proteſtirs, who frams their lives according 
to this Ladder, can well vnderftand how it - 
{ is poſhivle that this Ladder can be good, or _ Y 
7 how it ſhould deliuer one out of Hell, and = 
y coſcquently, why it ſhould be ftiledin that | 
S ſcnſe,in w hich I file it, The Ladder of Hel, 
lIemay be the Papiſt, which fr framed 
this Ladder,wil play vpon vs withhis text, 
Weeunte you that call erdl q004,and good enbil, 
1/a.5.20. But wee care nor for his texsjfor - 
| wecancry 35 lowd,and ſay as faſt, Fo vue _ 
+ him, and although cheworld wilt witnefſe 
War he hath bereer reaſon to vic this text 2- 
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#7  @ainftvs, then we againſt him: yerir fifh- | 
z © Which ceth that our * new Spirit doth-bearewitnes | 


V Wherher to our nulliry of eolcience that we ſay true, 8 
2 _ If che Papiſt rake +duicage at my intitling Þ 
F blacke, Ty {elf Miniſt, of the Word in Comberlard, | 
” Zainglive faying that we Miniſters comber the Land # 
himſelfe with theſe libertine doQrines.I can reply & #® 
dnot [ej] him, that it is he 8 his Seminaries, who #4 
rell, x : q 
comber our confciences with their contrary 
dodtines,8 with putting ſcruples into our 3 
heads, by adding to this Ladder certain ſen- } 
tences, threatning hell and damnation to 
finners:for alchough we profeſſe by our ju- 
fifying Faith, that we are ſureto be ſaued, 
and that we neede not feare to be damned : 
yet I confeſſe, when I ſcriouſly examine my 
tlry conſcience,and by ſearching,find the 
holy Scriptures themſclues to pronounce 
plainly erernall damnation to all i] livers, I 
cannot chooſe but be bodily afraid leſt the 
Papiſifay true, when hetelleth vsthat the 
Libertine do&rine taught by our new Goſ- 
pellers,& ſer downe in this Ladder,wil moſt 
certainly lead the followers of it to their e- 
cernall ruine and deftruRion in he 1; from 
- which 1 beſecch the Lord to detiucr ys all, 
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as. Jour denoted ſernant wihe Lord, 
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PROTESTANTS LADDER 
of libertic in Proſe, i 


Eafie it ze . 
Hell not to miſſe. _ 


x OD is the Author and enforcing cauſgCalun; - - 
_ of all finne. hy 
2 The ten Commandements are im- C 
polsible to be kept. 
3 y - ten Commandements belong nor to Chri- IE 
tans, 
Chriſt bath fulfilled the Law for vs. 
= necdrake no paines AYE life: 


Whoſocuer belecues, God workes for him. Hoſmen. 
5innes are not hurrfull co him chat belecues. ; 
We haue no freewill at all, for it is tiz»lue fuere. Luthey, 
10 Good works are nornecefary to ſaluation. Irie. 
# 121 Goodworkesarc hurtfull wo ſaluprion. A BacOy, 
12 Totrcachgoodworkes,is the deQtrinc of divels. Lathss, 
7: Lervsrake heed of finnes, yea ler vs take heed Lavhere 
| of pood workes, 
14 All our beſt workes are morrall fins,and meere C alnin. 
iniquirie, 
15 We I not greeue or doe any ſacisfaſtion for Luthen, 
| our finnes, 
16 A thouſand fornications and murders a day, Lathes, 
cannot withdraw vs from Chrift, 
17. If thy wifc will not come, let iy G— A a 
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"of Caluin, 
Wollon, 


a\ Leather, 
} 


bd 
= 

[ 

S. : 
.& 


 Zuinghus, 


Caluin. 
Zaingli;a, 


r8 
19 
20 


29 
39 


Awoman is 36ne<cflary 2s mear and drinke. 
We may hauc as many wiues a5 we liſt cocether, 


Tofaft and chaſtiſe our bodice, is ſantitie for KF 


hogges and dogges. 

Purgatory ts 1 "ar of the diuel!, 

The diuels are&gdOm hell. 

There is no finne bur infidelitic, no iuſtice bur 
Fairh, 

No fins are imputed to the fairhfull. 

Sinnes of the faithfull paſt and tuture, are par- 
doned as ſoone as commitred. 

The more wicked thou art, the more ncere rs 
receiue grace, 

Wee hauec as much righeto icauen, as Chriſt 
hiwſclic. 

And wee are all Saints, and as holy as the Apo- 
ſtles were. - 

Wee are cercaine of our ſaluation, 

We cannot fall from ours , valefſe Chriſt fa} 
from his, | 


A larger paſſage no man treads 
Then that which toperdition leads, 
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PROTESTANTS LADDER "4 


of libertie, in Verſe, 


The Pater are -” | 
Azad open —_ 
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Ir is tgipgſ{ible to keepe his Jawes, ,., 
TRL two no rpſesfor Chriſtians bes, 
Chriſt hath falfll'd che Law; and lefr vs free, 
We need no paine> take for erernall life, 
David Yrias kill'd, defilde his wife, 
Yer did not thereby loſe the holy Ghoſt. 
God for belecuers worke, they true)y) boaſt 
| Tothe bcleeuer, no finnes hurrfull are”; 
We haue no freew1l, ris a title bare: 
There's no neceſsirie of our good workes, 
Inthem much hinderance ro ſaluation Jurkes. 
The teaching of good workes is diuels lore ; 
Shunne fin, but for good works eſchew them moreyg 
All our beſt workes are finnes and errors foule : 
For ſinne neer ſarisfic, nor grieue thy ſoule, v8 
A whouſand fornications on a day; $3. of 
| Asoftto kill, pull nor from Chriſt E; 
If thy wife will noc, letthy mayde ſupply, 
As meate and drinke, a woman's neceſſary; 
Wiues thou mayeſt rake ar once al char theu pleaſs;-.. 
To tame the fleſh by faſts, or wancof eaſe, 
IsſanRitie for hogges and doggesto vic, 
Waich Purgatorie the Fiend doth fooles abuſe. - 
Nor aze thoſe damn'd rebellious ſprites in bell, oy 
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; Nalldiic, dur wine of Faich, ne dolag well, T) 

- Burto belccue. Nofinnes the faithfull blot 

| Commirred, ſtraight they are pardon'd and forgot, 

The. defil d, the readicſt is for grace ; 

 fowee, haue cight to ſee Gods face, 

The Apoſtles equalls ve are all, and Saints, 

Our cerraintie of ſaluation acuer faints, - 

What cuer ſopſethours, Chriſts glory raints, x 
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Calvin. [ib.1. [nſtsent. cap.1$, — $ 
Caftalio « witres {.de Pred con, Calvite EO 
Ecker. in faſcic .contr.quaſt.v. ca. Te » - - 
Parzus apnd Beca i 1,P47.6.16 1323. > 
Litt, Bern, dat. Anne. 1555. + -: 
Caluin, 656.2, Inftit.cep:7. ſjet.g. * 
Luther. Serw fe Adoiſ 0 in avley wfe® 4 
Germ, fol. 152.153. - Si - 7 "33; ... ©; © 
Melanc, :» Loc,Com.caht.2. 78; : WES, , 
Eberus Salmath fecicles ed: ba _ 
collog. Altemb, Anno 15,698; WIT = 
Willet zz S:5nop. Papif. Pag-56 ts. bl IT 
Hoffman. de Penit.. + 45 7 
Fulke in the Tower difput. **%- 4 
Hoffman, de Panit. | WT 
Whitaker de Eccleſia, pag. 301, f Pg 
Luther Art. 36. 5 
Illiricus #1 Pref, ad Rows, 
Amidorfius quod bona opere fur penis 
ſa ad /ahit. : 
Luther de Votis Monaſh, ©. OS 
Luther in Piſcatwrs Petri, C4 98 
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=” . 5 Liither Ser. d# Matrimr:, 
OY 18 :Euther Jbiderks, | 

19 Luther /biders, 

. *20 Luther Tom. 5. Ger. fol.324. 

I 21” =— Epi. ad Wald.de Eucha.. 

When” 242 Luther 4dcap, 9, lone. 

IF ' 23 Luther #2 5. par. poſt. German. fol. 140. 

Ke .'- ard Tindall alledged by Fox, Ates 

——__ pag. 1337, * 

\\ Catuin [i6,3,I»ſtit.cap.g.. ſeft.28, 

|: g Wotton inhis Avnſw.tothe Popiſh Art. 
: : ' pap, ql. 

NaF 26. Luthe _ de Piſc. Petri, 

WW 27 Zwinglius Tom.1. fol. 288, 

F% 28 Luther Ser, de Cruce. 

29 Diſput. Rich. pag. 463. 

go Swinglius Toms, 1. fol.268, 
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